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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

A Skinful of Shadows
Author

Frances Hardinge

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
432

Year
2017

ISBN

9781419725722

Publisher

Harry N. Abrams

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Makepeace can harbor the spirits of the dead. To enable her to protect
herself, her mother forces Makepeace to spend nights alone in the
cemetery. Makepeace rebels and runs away, but finds herself instead
in a battle and is devastated when her mother follows and is killed.
Penitent, she tries to allow her mother’s spirit refuge within her, but
captures the spirit of a confused performing bear instead. Unable to
control the bear’s spirit, she appears to have gone mad. Her aunt and
uncle reach out to her mysterious father’s family and they imprison her
in the ancestral home. Makepeace’s only solace is her discovery of a
half-brother, James, and the bear’s spirit which she keeps concealed.
Makepeace and James try repeatedly to escape but are always followed
and returned. On the brink of adulthood they discover that the reason
they are being kept is to be used as vessels for ancient spirits. Terrified,
Makepeace struggles even harder to escape, but James now wants a
place in the family. Decisions drive them in different directions, but they
unite in the end to destroy the perverse family legacy.
This book has a wonderfully creepy chill-factor. The environments in
which the plot is set contribute to the moody and grim tone of this
paranormal tome. The initial action is set among stark puritan beliefs
and instills a feeling of dread; for if Makepeace’s supernatural ability is
discovered, she will be accused of witchcraft and hung. Add a cemetery
to this disturbing environment, combined with her youth, and the desire
to rescue her is intense. The next plot twist puts this young girl in an
ancient Gothic castle full of spirits who have spent centuries getting
what they want. Makepeace finds no relief when she escapes from the
keep and acquires ghosts in search of help for James. Seeking help
for James makes her both vulnerable and strong, as she puts herself
in danger for him, but finds courage through her devotion to him. The
new spirits help her to discover and develop her strengths: controlling
the bear forces her to control herself, the spirit of a doctor teaches her
to forgive when he betrays her, and a Puritan soldier’s ghost needs her
to expand her understanding of her Puritan upbringing. Makepeace
is an indomitable and compassionate heroine, providing readers with
a friendly protagonist in a wonderfully Gothic and terrifying world of
mortal and immortal danger. For a spooky story with a solid plot and a
determined main character, pick up this book..
*Contains moderate violence.
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Book Review

Beneath the Bed and
Other Scary Stories
Author

Max Brallier

Illustrator

Letiza Rubegni

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool

Pages
56

Year
2019

ISBN

Mister Shivers shares five spine-tingling stories. In the first, a
brother and sister accept a dare to enter an old mansion where
they discover a startling surprise. In the second, a girl is sure a
hair is stuck in her throat, but then maybe it’s not a hair at all,
maybe it’s something much worse. The third story tells of a boy
whose mother never should have bought a certain statue. In the
fourth story it becomes quite clear that a boy should never have
left his toys out in the rain. In the last horrifying tale, a girl hears
a scratching at the window. Despite her parents telling her it’s
branches scraping against the glass, she finds proof it was more
than that.
This book is pleasantly spooky yet not inherently frightening.
The illustrations have a cartoon feel, but with tones of grey and
scribbly details fitting for the atmosphere of the stories. The
scariest picture depicts a marionette puppet with glowing eyes.
Each of the stories would be great for reading aloud, and they are
simple enough some young children could read them themselves.
Written with an audience of young elementary school children in
mind, most of the stories are only scary because they end on a
suspenseful cliffhanger. Nothing gruesome or violent is described
or pictured. Overall this book might not be a fine fit for children
prone to nightmares, but for other children it should prove just
scary enough to send delightful chills down their spines.

9781338318531

Publisher

Scholastic Inc.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss4/1
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Book Review

Changling
Author

Molly Harper

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
264

Year
2018

ISBN

9781641970457

Publisher

Nancy Yost Literary
Agency

Members of Sarah Smith’s family are indentured to the austere
Winter household. The Winters have a reputation in the magical
community that they staunchly maintain, so when Sarah
unexpectedly exhibits magical powers, she is forced to become
a ward of the Winter family to protect everyone from shame and
imprisonment. With a new identity as Cassandra Reed, she is
sent to a prestigious school of magic where an ancient book
selects her as “The Translator.” This distinction is both a blessing
and a curse for a girl who wants to go unnoticed, but its revelation
allows Sarah and her two stalwart friends to uncover the school
librarian’s plot to take over the world. As the three girls rescue the
school and England, Sara finds peace in her new place in society
and is finally allowed to see her family again.
This is a delightful book that follows familiar flights of fancy.
Sarah speaks her mind with often humorous results, similar to
the perspicacious observations by Ann Shirley in Anne of Green
Gables. The book’s magic school atmosphere is reminiscent of
Harry Potter, as Sarah uses an atheme like Harry’s wand while
attending classes like divination with a flighty familiar like Harry’s
owl. Oppression in Sarah’s world offers a nice introduction into a
discussion about equality. Like Harry and Anne, Sarah stands up
to bullies and makes friends with the less popular girls. Sarah’s
integrity and privacy are managed with deft timing and plot twists,
allowing readers to both love and despise characters from each
side of their perils. The novel doesn’t offer new or startling tropes,
but it does deliver a wholesome, enjoyable read that will engage
readers who love a magical world with a feisty heroine.
*Contains mild violence.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Cherub Mission
Three: Maximum
Security
Author

Robert Muchamore

Reviewer

Audrey Lowther

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
304

Year
2005

ISBN

9781442413627

Publisher

Hodder & Stoughton

James a 13-year-old Cherub agent, is sent undercover to a
maximum-security prison. His mission is to draw out arms dealer
Jane Oxford by befriending her son, Curtis, and helping him
escape. Despite several kinks in James’ escape plan, he and
Curtis successfully break out and meet up with James’ sister,
Lauren. The three children steal across state lines and hide out
with one of Oxford’s henchmen before finally arriving at a hotel,
where Oxford claims to have new lives waiting for them. Ultimately
betrayed by Oxford, the young agent must work to contact their
mission controller and keep a close tail on Curtis to complete
their mission with Oxford’s capture.
Although the settings of Mission Three: Maximum Security are
fictional, Muchamore’s detailed descriptions of the sprawling
Cherub campus, the overcrowded, sweaty prison dorm, and
other locations referenced throughout the book elicit strong,
even physical responses from readers. Muchamore’s welldeveloped, multifaceted characters help draw readers into his
story. In addition to the reckless and sometimes crude behavior
that may otherwise have made the protagonist unlikable,
James demonstrates a number of positive traits; his quick wit,
kindness, and the loving, supportive relationship he shares with
his younger sister and friends in the Cherub program outshine
his negative attributes and help make him more relatable. The
plot of Mission Three: Maximum Security emphasizes the bravery
and resourcefulness of children and teens, and the book’s quickpaced storyline will keep readers invested and wondering what
will happen in the next installment of the series.
*Contains moderate violence, mild language, and mild sexual
content.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss4/1
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Book Review

Dog Breath
Author

Dav Pilkey

Illustrator
Dav Pilkey

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9781338539233

The Tosis family dog, Hally, is great, but she has one problem—
she has terrible smelling breath, also known as halitosis.
Whenever she opens her mouth, everyone and everything suffers.
The wallpaper peels up the wall, plants die, and friends and
neighbors steer clear. Because of this, mom and dad decide to
give Hally away. In an effort to keep her, the two Tosis children try
several methods to get rid of Hally’s halitosis. Alas, nothing works.
Then one night, two sneaky burglars break into the Tosis home.
When the bandits see Hally, they are not scared because she is
friendly and gentle. They call her over to give her a pat, and she
gives them a big, wet, smelly kiss. The Tosis family wakes up to
the crooks passed out on their living room floor. After they realize
that Hally has saved the day, they decide to keep her after all.
Dav Pilkey introduces a new published edition of his classic
children’s book, Dog Breath. This book is a true kid pleaser!
The storyline is clear and easy to follow with a satisfying, “good
defeats evil” ending. The illustrations support the text and add
humor as well. For example, on the second page, readers learn
about Hally’s bad breath problem. They see an illustration of Hally
in the Tosis’ living room with a green breath cloud permeating
the room, causing the wallpaper to roll up the walls, the leaves to
fall off the tree, the goldfish in the fish bowl to go unconscious,
and the Mona Lisa portrait to pinch her nose. These types of
illustrations appear throughout the book. Young readers and dog
lovers alike will love this funny, entertaining book.

Publisher

Scholastic Inc.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Don’t Call Me Bear
Author

Aaron Blabey

Illustrator
Aaron Blabey

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
22

Year

Warren the Koala would like the whole world to know that he
is not a bear. He is a marsupial, like kangaroos and possums.
He doesn’t eat fish or frighten hikers. He doesn’t even live
where bears do. He lives in Australia. There are no wild bears in
Australia. Using diagrams and examples to demonstrate, Warren
explains politely and eventually screams loudly in protest, but no
matter what he tries, everyone still calls him bear.
Warren may not sway readers to stop calling him a bear, but
he’ll put a smile on their faces. This lively koala is hilariously
passionate about being called by his proper name. There is a little
educational content in this book as he briefly mentions Captain
Cook and explains what a marsupial is, but for the most part the
book is for entertainment. The comments made by Warren and
other animals are funny and the illustrations give the characters
detailed facial expressions that bring them to life. As Warren’s
frustration grows the font of his words becomes bigger and
bolder, and his facial expressions and apparent body language
becomes more extravagant and adamant. This is an engaging
book that should prove especially enjoyable for children from
preschool to early elementary.

2016

ISBN

9781338360028

Publisher

Scholastic Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss4/1
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Book Review

Greystone Secrets #1:
The Strangers
Author

Margaret Peterson
Haddix

Illustrator

Anne Lambelet

Reviewer
Aubrey Parry

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
405

Year

Everything changes for Chess, Emma, and Finn when they learn
that three kids with their same names and birthdays have been
kidnapped. When their mom starts acting strange and won’t tell
them anything, they wonder if it’s connected to the kidnapping.
Then she disappears on a business trip, and even though she left
a note telling them not to come looking for her, they start digging
into her strange disappearance. As they delve into the mystery
Chess, Emma, and Finn find connections with the kidnapped kids
and learn of a secret job their mom’s been hiding. Throughout the
adventure, they learn to work together to gain the confidence they
need to save those they love.
Haddix weaves a wonderful mystery. This book targeted to middlegrade readers, since the characters are young and the language
is simple. The plot is unique and engaging, so fans of any of
Haddix’s previous novels and avid mystery readers will enjoy
trying to solve the puzzles along with the characters. As Haddix
often does, she dabbles in some science fiction near the end of
the novel. Since the book is more of a mystery, it allows fans of
that genre to get a taste of something different while enjoying
what they love. This novel would be a great addition to any library,
since it is a fun read for students and can be used to teach
children problem-solving skills.

2019

ISBN

9780062838377

Publisher

Katherine Tegen Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Guardians of the
Galaxy Volume 1:
Road to Knowledge
Author

Marty Isenberg

Illustrator

Marvel Animation
Studios

Reviewer

Haley Singleton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
21

Year
2018

ISBN

9781532140709

Publisher

ABDO Spotlight

Based on the Disney XD animated series, this graphic novel
begins a multiple-volume arc story about the roguish heroes, the
Guardians of the Galaxy. The portion of the story we receive in
this volume is about the Guardians breaking Yondu, Quill’s former
mentor, out of a high-security prison. They learn that he was put
in there by the nefarious Korath, who serves the evil Thanos,
because Yondu had a cube that Thanos wanted. After they free
Yondu the Guardians use their skills to track down Korath, break
into his ship, and are able to steal back the cube. Along the way
Quill learns that he has special DNA when they take the cube to
the Collector in Knowhere. The story ends with a cliffhanger of
Yondu stealing back the cube and Korath arriving to kill them all.
This charming graphic novel is great for any young reader. The
dialogue is written in a very simple, easy-to-read fashion with the
exception of some complicated imagined alien race names. For
anyone that likes the movies, this graphic novel is a must read.
There’s action, intrigue, and silly jokes to help tell the story of
these fabled heroes as they try to do good, but usually end up
just causing a bigger mess. The art in the graphic novel is of top
quality, something you would expect for a graphic novel made
by Marvel, and aids any reader in understanding what is going
on with ease and clarity. The story is short and many readers
from grades 3-5 will be able to read this novel solo, enjoying the
pictures while engaging with the simplistic texts. Overall, this
is an amazing read for anyone that is a fan of Marvel works or
graphic novels in general. It’s a true standard of the grade school
superhero graphic novel genre.
*Contains mild violence.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss4/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Home Run,
Touchdown, Basket,
Goal!
Author

Leo Landry

Illustrator
Leo Landry

Reviewer

Kimberly Reynolds

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages
24

Year
2019

ISBN

9781627793490

Made up of individual poems, Home Run, Touchdown, Basket,
Goal! is a great introduction to many sports, including gymnastics,
karate, swimming, and lacrosse. Young athletes can learn about
and see the excitement of each sport, inspiring them to try them
on their own. Readers learn about pedals and shifting in biking,
that bowing to a sensei in karate is important, and that sprinting
to the end zone can result in a touchdown. For basketball,
readers learn that dribbling is how you get the ball down the
court, and if the ball bounces off the rim you can get the rebound
and try again. In swimming, children can learn that there are
several different ways to swim, like doggie-paddle, frog kick,
butterfly and crawl. This celebration of sports has something for
everyone.
The poems and illustrations work beautifully together to create
excitement and movement. The words are simple yet teach
the reader some terminology for each sport. The poems are
written in first person and have the tone of a sports announcer
giving a play-by-play of the action. The illustrations of children
participating, coupled with the text’s tone, help build anticipation
of what will happen next. This makes the book motivational, as it
calls the reader to participate in the action. This book is excellent
for parents to read to their young children to get them interested
in and engaged with sports. After reading this book it would be
hard to sit down and stay put, as it shows how fun moving around
can be.

Publisher

Henry Holt and Company

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Hooray for Babies!
Author

Susan Meyers

Illustrator

Sue Cornelison

Reviewer

Liz Kazandzhy

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9781328528476

Publisher

What’s there to love about babies? All sorts of things—from their
heads to their toes. They can pick things up and drop things
down, scoot and crawl and stand. They can clap and dance and
play dress-up, and they can have fun with lots of other babies
too. Of course, snacks and naps are an important part of baby
life, and it’s always exciting to see other babies at the park. The
message of this book is clear—it’s great to be a baby.
The first thing that stands out about this book is its unique
structure. It features a thick cover with several hearts cut out of
it, and both the cover and the large pages have rounded corners,
making it more child friendly. Soft, gently painted illustrations give
the book a calm feel, and each page has plenty to look at but isn’t
overwhelmingly busy. The dozens of babies illustrated throughout
the book seem to include different races and skin colors, which
is a great way to teach young children to value diversity. Though
the book uses the word “babies,” the term denotes toddlers as
well as infants, and this audience will surely enjoy a book all
about them. The text, written in rhyming verses that flow easily,
gives children plenty to do, such as notice different body parts
and copy the babies’ poses and actions. It also gives parents a
great opportunity to prompt the child to participate with questions
such as “What do you like to have as a snack?” and “What do
you usually see at the park?” Though it doesn’t have much of a
plot, this is a fun read-aloud book that can empower infants and
toddlers by showing them all the things they can do and how fun
it is to be a kid.

HMH Books for Young
Readers

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss4/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

I Love All of Me
Author

Lorie Ann Grover

Illustrator

Carolina Buzio

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
24

Year

I Love All of Me celebrates every little person and all the things
their bodies can do. Told from the perspective of the babies
themselves, this heartwarming and tender book explores baby
bodies head to toe and all the amazing, fun, and affectionate
things those bodies can do. Each page showcases different body
parts, like “kissy lips” and “dancing hips,” or “wiggly toes” and
a “smelly nose.” All these parts together make a lovable, happy
little person.
Happy and heartwarming, this padded board book for toddlers
and young children is a joy to read. The rhyming text is simple
and fun. Because each page only contains one or two sentences,
the pace of the book is perfectly suited to keep the attention of
young children. The full spread pictures are bright and cheery
and represent babies of all ethnicities. Notwithstanding these
wonderful characteristics, the best feature of the book is the
message—every person, big or little, is worthy of love. Reading
this book with young children can help them build self-love
and encourage them to embrace who they are. Any book that
successfully helps to impart this message is a worthwhile
addition to a home or classroom library.

2019

ISBN

9781338286236

Publisher

Cartwheel Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

If You’re Out There
Author

Katy Loutzenhiser

Reviewer

Amanda Bishop

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
320

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062865670

Publisher
Balzer + Bray

If You’re Out There tells the story of one girl’s search to find
out what has happened to her best friend. Zan is heartbroken
when her best friend Priya moves to California and suddenly
becomes unreachable. She isn’t responding to any of her texts
or calls, and something is definitely odd about her posts on
social media, which are riddled with grammatical errors and
totally uncharacteristic of Priya. But nobody believes Zan when
she suggests that something is definitely weird about Priya’s
new life. With the help of her new friend Logan, Zan begins an
investigation to find out what really happened to Priya. Despite
everyone thinking she needs to move on, Zan knows that there
is something odd about her best friend’s move. The more she
begins to look into the details, the more clues she begins to
uncover. Together with Logan, Zan unravels the mystery to what
has happened to her best friend.
If You’re Out There is a captivating mystery from the beginning
and will leave you questioning until the end. This book will be
hard to put down as you begin to search for answers to the
clues spread throughout the text. Katy Loutzenhiser’s writing is
captivating and witty, and the characters she has created are
complex, realistic, and evolve throughout the story. This is a
wonderful story that embraces the meaning of friendship, grief,
and trusting yourself when you know something isn’t right. Zan
never gives up on her friend, and because of this bond she is
able to uncover the truth. There are many tense moments and
mysterious characters that help keep the plot entertaining and
engaging. This book mixes many elements to create a story that is
not only a mystery, but a comedy and romance as well. This book
will appeal to many types of readers.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss4/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Inside Outside
Author

Anne-Margot Ramstein
and Matthias Arégui

Illustrator

Anne-Margot Ramstein
and Matthias Arégui

Reviewer

Jazmin Gomez

Rating
Excellent

Level

A deep-sea traveler in a yellow submarine looks out a window at
the ocean teeming with diverse life. A bookworm reads warmly
beside a fire inside a cabin, while bundled-up skiers hit the slopes
outdoors. A masked thief tiptoes across rooftops with a stolen
painting under his arm, while the other works of art still hang
silently in the museum. This wordless book of opposites explores
the concept of inside versus outside with these and other scenes.
From the team that created Before After, this book immediately
catches the reader’s attention with its large size. It then draws
them in with the simplicity and bold colors of the stylish digital
illustrations. It keeps a reader interested until the end by
portraying opposites in clever and unexpected ways. This book
also provides some fun, subtle details that connect a few of the
scenes that can easily be used to spark conversations about
perspective.

Preschool, Primary

Pages
48

Year
2017

ISBN

9781536205978

Publisher

Candlewick Studio

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

It’s Not Me, It’s You
Author

Stephanie Kate Strohm

Reviewer

Katelyn Osborn

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
275

Year
2016

ISBN

9780545952583

Publisher
Point

Avery Dennis’ last breakup could not have come at a more
appropriate time. She needed a topic for her final English oral
history project, and now she has one. With the help of her science
partner James “Hutch” Hutcherson, she’s going to interview every
boyfriend she’s had to try and find out why they started dating
and more importantly, why they broke up. As they travel down the
long and winding journey of exes, from camp counselors to actual
movie stars, Avery and Hutch try their best to find a common
thread between all the breakups. In the end, they discover that
the only common thread just might be that she’s been looking
for love in all the wrong guys, when the right guy could have been
right next to her the whole time.
It’s Not Me, It’s You stands out from other books in the teen
romance genre. This book is written in an oral history format with
no traditional paragraphs or breaks, which takes some getting
used to, but readers will be hooked by the second chapter. The
dialogue is warm and witty, with several laugh-out-loud moments
to enjoy. Though Avery seems one-dimensional at first, Strohm
artfully weaves a wonderful story around her through the eyes of
her exes and friends that make her incredibly well-rounded and
likable by the end. In many teen novels the popular girls are rude
and standoffish, but Avery and her best friend Coco are kind and
adventurous. The romantic conclusion, though not a surprise,
is genuinely rewarding to reach. It’s Not Me, It’s You is a worthy
addition to any teenager’s bookshelf.
*Contains mild sexual content.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss4/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Just Because
Author

Mac Barnett

Illustrator

Isabelle Arsenault

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages
40

After tucking his young daughter into bed, a father is waylaid by
questions in his attempt to leave the room. “Why is the ocean
blue?” “Why do birds fly south for the winter?” and “What are
black holes?” the daughter asks. The father doesn’t miss a beat
and supplies an array of fantastical, imaginative, and absolutely
inaccurate answers. As he does so, he incrementally moves
closer and closer until finally, he is sitting next to his daughter on
her bed. Despite their lack of validity, the delightfully nonsensical
answers do the trick and ease the little girl into a peaceful, and
likely imaginative, sleep.
Just Because is a delightful read with beautiful retro-style
illustrations. The text is simple, but flows as the father supplies
his answers. For example, when asked why leaves change color,
the father replies that when the weather turns cold, “the trees
keep warm by setting quiet little fires in their leaves. By winter,
their branches have all burned up.” Even amidst the illogical
answers, logical connections are made that will spark readers’
imagination while celebrating the silly. Preschool and primary
school children alike will enjoy this clever, fanciful book.

Year
2019

ISBN

9780763696801

Publisher

Candlewick Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

King of Scars
Author

Leigh Bardugo

Reviewer

Cynthia Frazier

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
514

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250231079

Publisher

Macmillan Publishers

King of Scars continues the story of the Grishaverse that began
with the Shadow and Bone trilogy and continued with the Six of
Crows duology. Nikolai Lantsov, former soldier and privateer has
become King of Ravka. Civil war has depleted Ravka’s treasury
and Nikolai is trying to form alliances with neighboring countries,
rebuild the once powerful Grisha army, and reconstruct his
country’s economy. His trusted advisors think that a politically
advantageous marriage would solve most of Ravka’s problems.
Nikolai tends to agree with this strategy, but his only problem is
that for the last six months he has been turning into a monster.
His faithful general, Zoya, has stopped him before he could drain
the blood of human victims, but the monster within is getting
stronger. Nikolai and Zoya begin a journey to the Shadowfold, a
dangerous place of deep magic, to find a cure for his affliction.
Meanwhile, Nikolai’s loyal court prepares to host royal families
with eligible daughters. Unbeknownst to the King, old enemies
await him in the Shadowfold, and back at the palace assassins
also plot to end his rule.
Bardugo is an accomplished world builder, a fact that has been
shown through all her books. In this novel Bardugo weaves a
complicated tale with two main plotlines and multiple other
events that refer to people, places and events that took place
in past books. Because of this, reading King of Scars without
understanding the history recounted in her previous books
could cause confusion for the reader. While the title leads one
to assume the main protagonist to be Nikolai, a separate but
loosely connected storyline concerning Grisha rescue missions
also fills the pages. It is this second story that seems to be the
most developed. Events with Nikolai and Zoya at the Shadowfold
seemed rushed and contrived and almost too fantastical.
However, Bardugo is a master storyteller and this book is full of
description, intrigue, and adventure throughout all its plotlines.
Readers young and old will want to know what happens to all the
characters in the second book in the duology which has yet to be
announced.
*Contains moderate violence and mild substance abuse.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss4/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Maybe This Time
Author

Kasie West

Reviewer

Brooklynn Marshall

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
353

Year
2019

ISBN

9781338210088

Publisher

Scholastic Books

Sophie Evans wants nothing more than to get out of her small
Alabama hometown and pursue her dream of attending design
school in New York. However, until she graduates from high
school, Sophie is stuck in her tiny, drama-filled corner of the
world working for the local florist and party planner. A benefit to
this situation is that her best friend, Micah, works all the events
as a waitress for her father’s catering company. However, when
Micah’s father is selected to be mentored in a small business
program, Sophie finds herself constantly butting heads with the
celebrity chef mentor and his teenage son, Andrew. Over the
course of nine isolated events in a one-year period, Andrew and
Sophie find themselves with several chances to fall in love. Just
as the new year begins, these unanticipated lovers discover that
sometimes love grows in the most unexpected places.
The unique structure of this story required a fast-paced design.
Before each event a flower synopsis page innovatively signals
a shift in time frames and provides a glimpse of life through
Sophie’s eyes. To establish continuity between the wide gaps
of time, Sophie frequently recollects notable experiences that
occurred during skipped stretches. Despite the plot structure’s
originality, the story’s credibility failed due to the conflicting
backdrop. The setting is a small town, making it implausible that
the only times Sophie and Andrew see each other is at these
nine events. The unbelievability of this scenario is furthered since
it seems that Andrew hangs out with Micah all the time. Since
Micah is supposed to be Sophie’s one and only best friend, it
seems illogical they would not encounter each other under those
conditions. While the intent of this book was to focus on holidays
and major life events, too little seemed to happen between each
event in order to make Sophie and Andrew’s change of heart
realistic. Although the story fell short in some aspects, this novel
is sure to find its place among readers searching for an easy,
clean love story to take them away from their own reality.
*Contains moderate sexual content.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Mine, Mine, Mine,
Said the Porcupine
Author

Alex English

Illustrator
Emma Levey

Reviewer

Phyllis Rosen

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
26

Year
2019

ISBN

9781541543294

Sam would like to play, but every time he chooses a toy,
Porcupine tells Sam “That’s mine.” Sam tries to share a
xylophone, rockets, robots, and a paper airplane, but in the end
he is left standing while the porcupine hoards all the toys. Sam
then invites Porcupine to paint with him, but the porcupine will
not share any activity. Sam’s frustration is finally expressed when
he announces that he’s leaving for the land of Kaboo and calmly
climbs into his tepee, entering a fun, fantasy world. Porcupine
peeks in and watches Sam running and jumping and skidding,
and he soon asks if he can play. Sam says yes and Porcupine
grabs his hand, entering Sam’s world where they find they can be
best friends.
With very little text in the story, the author capitalizes on the word
“mine” to show the reader that there is a limit to what playmates
will put up with. The author plays with the word “mine” at the end
of the book to add a touch of humor, as we see that the porcupine
used “mine” earlier to be selfish, but he finally uses it in a positive
way to express his friendship. There are great teaching moments
in the book, as it deftly illustrates that a problem can be solved
without being mad, yelling, or retaliating against someone. There
are also lesson of forgiveness when Sam graciously welcomes
Porcupine into his world, showing that friendship can continue
and endure in spite of past problems. The illustrations are bright,
cheerful, and realistically depict the shrill porcupine hoarding the
toys. They also convey emotions well through Sam’s expressions.

Publisher

Lerner Publishing Group,
Inc.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss4/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Not If I Can Help It
Author

Carolyn Mackler

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
230

Year
2019

ISBN

9780545709584

Publisher

Scholastic Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Willa has sensory processing disorder. She doesn’t want anyone
to know about the weird things it makes her do, or that she
gets stickers from her dad for good behavior, or that she sees a
therapist twice a week. Fortunately, she’s learned how to keep
all her embarrassing secrets from her fifth grade class, including
her best friend Ruby. Then one day, Willa’s Dad and Ruby’s mom
announce they are dating. Willa hates surprises, but this is the
worst and she simply cannot tolerate the change. It feels like
her whole world is falling apart, and the only way to make things
better is for her Dad and Ruby’s mom to break up. Willa attempts
to convince them that the relationship would never work while
striving not to push away her friend. Certain that no one would
understand, she tries harder to hide her disorder, but things only
get worse. Slowly, however, Willa begins to see that not all change
is bad, and maybe she’s not the only one with struggles.
Not If I Can Help It is a charming story of coping with life struggles
told in the lovable voice of a fifth grader. Older elementary
school children and even some middle school children will
enjoy Willa’s endearing tale of facing change and learning to
be open with friends. The story flows well and includes just
enough detail to bring the context to life without crowding the
pages with unnecessary information. While most of the story is
exciting, every so often there is a lull in the plot that may prove
boring, depending on the reader’s age and interests. This book
is very informative about sensory processing disorder, making it
a wonderful book for children with the condition. Willa’s friend
Ruby has anxiety, so her story can also be inspiring to children. It
helps them see that they are not alone, and that gaining control is
possible.
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Book Review

Penny and Penelope
Author

Dan Richards

Illustrator
Claire Almon

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Two girls have a play date and are excited to learn they both have
Penelope dolls. However, one doll is a super spy and the other is
a princess. Super-spy Penny doesn’t do tea parties, she fights bad
guys. Princess Penelope doesn’t know any bad guys, she lives
in a happy kingdom. It looks like the pair won’t be able to play
together until they discover there’s a werewolf in the forest. Penny
and Penelope can both save the day, showing that a spy and
princess can get along after all.
This book begins with two girls meeting and showing each other
their dolls. After that the story is creatively portrayed only through
the perspective of the dolls. The text and illustrations depict the
dolls as if they are actually in the adventures their owners are
making up. They speak the words their owners would say, and
each doll’s words are in a separate font to help differentiate
them. This easy-to-read book has a fun adventure that will
encourage children to be friends with others who have different
interests. This book also addresses “playing outside the box,”
inspiring children to use their imaginations in creative ways.

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250156075

Publisher
Imprint
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Book Review

Pocket Bios: Joan of
Arc
Author

Albin Quéru

Illustrator

Bruno Wennagel and
Mathieu Ferret

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
28

Year
2013

ISBN

Joan of Arc was born in France during the Hundred Years War.
England and France had been fighting for almost a century and
France was in desperate need of a hero. At just twelve years old,
Joan heard three saints telling her she needed to help and as
she grew she continued to hear voices. Word began to spread of
Joan’s special calling to help save France, leading her to became
the leader of a small company of soldiers and one of the world’s
most famous war heroines.
With cute illustrations and simple wording, this is a great history
book for young readers. The story is written with a few short
paragraphs on every page. Every other page consists of an
illustration of the text beside it. The book does a great job of
making Joan’s story an interesting and charming tale for children,
while still including accurate information about her life. Joan
suffering injuries and being burned to death are mentioned, but
in a matter-of-a-fact way that shouldn’t be too frightening for
children. At the end of the book there is a timeline of important
events in Joan’s life and in the Hundred Years War. There is also
a map of French and British Territories during Joan’s life, a list
of important people to the war, and quick facts about Joan. This,
and the other books in this series, are a great way to get children
excited to learn about historical figures.
*Contains moderate violence.

9781250168924

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press
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Book Review

Pointe, Claw
Author

Amber J. Keyser

Reviewer

Jaimee Pease

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
278

Year
2017

ISBN

9781467775915

Publisher

Carolrhoda Lab

Dawn and Jessie were close childhood friends before their
parents ripped them apart. Now on the verge of adulthood, both
are struggling to escape the pressure of parental expectations
and hang on to what they want most. Through it all, they yearn for
the special connection they once had. Dawn is brilliant but suffers
from mysterious blackouts while studying at prestigious Stanford
University. Jessie has become an accomplished ballet protégée
competing for the sole opening in the elite Ballet des Arts
Company. As Dawn’s condition worsens, the girls find themselves
thrown together, and with each others support they find the
courage to make choices that are entirely their own.
Keyser offers a unique coming-of-age story. Alternating between
the perspectives of the two main characters, the narrative
explodes in turbulent, sensory-driven scenes where female
identity and social conformity clash. Keyser uses visceral
language and guttural dialogue to evoke Dawn’s raw struggle
against her own body. Jessie’s painstaking poise and careful
demeanor shows rigid self-discipline that masks a mountain of
self-doubt. Their story is one of intimate friendship and breaking
control, clashing with two opposing identities that run parallel in
their pursuit of freedom. While the story ends abruptly with many
questions unanswered, readers can delight in this change from
the archetypal resolutions of teen drama. Pointe, Claw offers a
raw approach to female identity and the cages that can restrain
fierce little girls.
*Contains moderate language, moderate violence, and moderate
sexual content.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss4/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Sleep
Author

Kate Prendergast

Illustrator

Kate Prendergast

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages

All animals sleep, but they don’t all sleep the same way. This book
teaches through words and pictures how different animals get
their rest. Each page simply explains where or how a particular
animal sleeps. For example, mice sleep in nests while “snails
sleep in their shells.” “Giraffes sleep standing up” and “sloths
sleep upside down.” At the end of the book, the author poses the
question to readers, “Do you think animals dream?”
This educational book about animals’ sleep is a wonderful tool
to spark interest and fascination in creatures from all over the
world. The subject matter is science based, but the presentation
is engaging and easy to understand for a younger audience.
The illustrations are lifelike colored pencil sketches of animals
sleeping, which adds to the book’s educational quality. Included
at the back of the book is a section titled “A Closer Look...and
Some Other Fun Facts.” This encyclopedia-type resource adds
more detailed information about the animals’ sleeping habits
(and other characteristics) that were portrayed in the book. Sleep
is a book that animal and science lovers will enjoy.

32

Year
2018

ISBN

9781536207989

Publisher

Candlewick Press
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Book Review

The 104-Story
Treehouse
Author

Andy Griffiths

Illustrator
Terry Denton

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
351

Year
2018

ISBN

Andy, Terry, and Jill are authors who live in a 104-story treehouse.
Each level of the treehouse is unique. One level has a deepthinking room, another a meadow, and yet another a refrigerator
throwing range. When the trio is asked to write another book
for their series, Andy has a serious toothache and does not
feel comical enough to write. In order to get their book finished,
Andy, Terry and Jill go to immense lengths to stick to their writing
deadline. They make money using the money-making machine,
sell Andy’s aching tooth to the tooth fairy, and purchase a Joke
Writer 2000 in order to make their book perfect. When the book
is finished, all three friends are happy with their final product and
the adventure they had to go through in order to make it happen.
The 104-Story Treehouse has many similarities to the Diary of
a Wimpy Kid and Super Diaper Baby series. Even at a lengthy
351 pages, young readers will not find it too challenging to read
because of the balance of pictures and text. The storyline is
basic, simple and easy to follow. For some readers it may take
some time to get used to the format and focus on the events
because of the small amount of text and extremely detailed
illustrations that include word bubbles from smaller characters.
Additionally, each page features a joke that is not very funny, but
many young readers will enjoy this silly story and imagine their
own adventures in a 104-story treehouse.

9781250301499

Publisher

Feiwel and Friends

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss4/1
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Book Review

The Pirates of Scurvy
Sands
Author

Jonny Duddle

Reviewer
Sydnee Burr

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
44

Year
2018

ISBN

Tilda has a pirate for a pen pal. Jim Lad sends her letters in old
green bottles, and she fishes them up with a pole. When he
invites Tilda to sail with his family to a pirate resort called Scurvy
Sands, she’s off on the trip of a lifetime. Met with trepidation
from the other pirates who aren’t convinced this land lubber is up
to scratch, Tilda proves them wrong with sheer determination and
riddle-solving cleverness. She sails back home with memories
and buried treasure, and although there was a lot of fun to be
had on Scurvy Sands, she doesn’t mind when she spots the land
telling her she’s nearly home.
Duddle provides early readers with a fun introduction to format
elements that would appear in a graphic novel. With captions
and speech bubbles, young readers naturally learn how to follow
the flow of conversation on the page while comfortably enjoying
a familiar picture book layout of text and illustrations. Jim Lad
and Tilda’s friendship is captivating and easy to understand. The
Pirates of Scurvy Sands celebrates friendship, family, and the
spirit of adventure. Appropriate for preschool through primary
aged children, the rhythm and rhyme is sure to thrill readers time
and time again.

9780763692933

Publisher

Templar Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

The Truth About
Crocodiles
Author

Maxwell Eaton III

Illustrator

Maxwell Eaton III

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
28

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250198440

There are lots of interesting facts about crocodiles. Baby crocs
make kitten noises, and some crocs lure birds in by putting sticks
over their noses. The Truth about Crocodiles introduces readers
to these facts and so much more as three crocs with personality
travel through the illustrations, demonstrating their skills and
unique traits. Each section provides a unique perspective. For
example, on one page a little girl plans a birthday party with
hatchlings to share information about crocs’ life cycles. Even a
lizard and a turtle chime in along the way with a fact about their
crocodilian cousins.
Hilarious and informative, this book will certainly keep the
interest of children. The bright illustrations are eye catching
and the text is easy to read. Most of the content is centered on
facts about crocs, but it also includes information on how to stay
safe in croc country. All of it has a comedic twist with humorous
illustrations on every page. The facts about crocs are written
at the top and bottom of each illustration, with the characters’
quirky dialogue in between. Information in this book ranges
from common knowledge, (e.i. crocodilians are reptiles) to less
familiar facts (e.i. the places crocodiles, caimans, and alligators
live respectively). The simple humor in this book will be enjoyed
by young children and the more complex jokes will give older
children a laugh, making it accessible to a wide range of readers
who want to know more about crocodiles.

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

This Was Our Pact
Author

Ryan Andrews

Illustrator
Ryan Andrews

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
330

Year
2019

ISBN

9781626720534

Publisher

Each year on the night of the fall equinox, lanterns are put in the
river. Legend has it that the lanterns will find their way into the sky
and become stars. Ben and his friend have biked alongside the
river following the lanterns many times, but they always turn back.
This year they make a pact to see the lanterns turn into stars.
But after a while, everyone leaves except Ben and the outcast
Nathaniel. Even though Ben didn’t want to invite Nathaniel,
the two boys keep biking and are suddenly thrown into an
unbelievably magical adventure. They befriend a talking bear and
seek favors from a tiny witch. They see giant crows and a cave full
of stars. All the while Ben learns from Nathaniel’s kind forgiving
nature, until they reach the end of the lanterns’ journey.
This is a whimsical graphic novel with an extremely creative
plot. It starts out seemingly as a realistic fiction book following
the life of a regular boy, but before long he is swept into fantasy
beyond imagination. It is never predictable what the boys would
encounter next. The characters have such defined personalities,
they practically walk off the pages. The illustrations and text flow
well from frame to frame. The majority of the frames are colored
in the cool colors that one might see in a drawing of a galaxy.
They are also very detailed with hidden things the reader may
not notice at first. Ben’s struggles to get along with Nathaniel,
and Nathaniel’s patience with Ben are both great examples of
friendship for the book’s target audience, ages 10 to 14. This is
an imaginative book that will teach lessons about finding true
friends.

First Second
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Book Review

Time Sight
Author

Lynne Jonell

Reviewer

Rebecca Lambert

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
404

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250117670

Publisher

Henry Holt and Company

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to meet your
ancestors from the Middle Ages, the Stone Age, and every time in
between? In this terrific time travelling tale, brothers Jamie and
Will are sent to stay with their mom’s cousin, Elspeth, in their
clan’s castle in Scotland while their mother is held for ransom
in a foreign country. Jamie, Will, and Elspeth’s daughter Nan
spend a day or two wandering the castle grounds, avoiding boring
lessons on Scottish history. Then one day, Will discovers that
he has “time sight”- the ability to look into the past and see his
ancestors. He excitedly shares this news with Jamie and Nan,
but while showing them his new talent, 5-year-old Jamie runs into
the past. Will and Nan travel to the clan wars of the Middle Ages,
Roman and Pictish times, and the Copper Age to try and bring
Jamie, and each other, back home. In the end, the trio ends up
safely back in the present, and they receive the wonderful news
that their mother is safe.
Time Sight is an excellent book filled with charming characters,
interesting time travel mechanics, and lovely connections
between history and ancestral ties. Jamie, Will, and Nan have
distinct personalities. Each character develops throughout the
book. Will in particular sees war and death throughout history,
and realizes that those things are not much different from what
is currently happening to his mother. These characters bring the
story to life with their shared and individual journeys. This book
also has a unique method of time travel. It’s interesting to think
of time travel as an almost magical “second sight” or “time sight.”
Lastly, the connections to ancestral history are interesting and
drive the story forward. The children can only travel through time
when they are on land that was owned by their ancestors. They
can speak any language their ancestors spoke, and they meet
and interact with their direct ancestors, helping them overcome
challenges. Time Sight is a unique and exciting time travel book
that any upper-elementary or middle-school student would love.
*Contains mild violence.
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Book Review

Warrior of the Wild
Author

Tricia Levenseller

Illustrator
Liz Dresner

Reviewer

Audrey Lowther

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
326

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250189943

Rasmira is a warrior apprentice training to replace her father as
village leader. On the day of the test that determines whether she
will become a warrior or be banished, Rasmira is betrayed. Exiled
from her village, Rasmira’s only hope to return home is slaying
the god, Peruxolo, who has terrorized all of the villages in the area
for decades. Along the way, she befriends Soren and Iric, who
have been banished from another village. They work together to
help each other return home and with the help of her new friends,
Rasmira discovers the source of Peruxolo’s astonishing powers,
using them to defeat him once and for all.
Levenseller’s vivid descriptions of village customs, landscapes,
and fantastic monsters help bring Rasmira’s world to life. These
descriptions, in addition to the fact that Warrior of the Wild is
written from the protagonist’s point of view, allow readers to step
into Rasmira’s shoes and become more truly invested in her
struggles throughout the book. The eventual resolution of these
many relatable personal struggles, including familial dysfunction,
bullying, betrayal, and trust issues, helps demonstrate the
protagonist’s character growth and leaves readers with a
satisfying sense of closure at the end of the book. The overall
message of Levenseller’s Warrior of the Wild is a positive
reminder that, while we all face challenges in our lives, with
determination and friendship, nothing is truly impossible.
*Contains moderate violence and mild language.

Publisher

Feiwel and Friends
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Book Review

We’ve Got the Whole
World in Our Hands
Author

Rafael Lopez

Illustrator
Rafael Lopez

Reviewer

Lindsey Smith

Rating
Excellent

Level

Loosely based on the popular spiritual of a similar title, We’ve Got
the Whole World in Our Hands by Rafael Lopez explores diversity
and the need to care for one another and the planet. The story
follows a culturally diverse group of children around the globe
as they discover different landscapes, plant and animal life, and
enjoy the beauty of the earth.
Lopez uses a light and airy tone in the story with vivid illustrations
created by combining mixed media with textured painting. The
message he delivers through the poetry and art is one of hope,
that we can work together to make this world a safe and joyful
place for all people and other living things. For teachers, this book
would also work well as a mentor text in teaching students to
translate songs into literature.

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages
32

Year
2018

ISBN

9781338177367

Publisher

Orchard Books
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